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certainly appears to afford a plausible explanation of many of the
phenomena of deep hypnosis.

"I also believe that the dissociation is caused by some interfer-
ence phenomenon with the sympathetic nervous system; that is, the
nervous system over which we have no voluntary control. This
system is largely responsible for most of the phenomena of hysteria
and of many of those of neurasthenia and allied conditions. It is
not under the control of the will or consciousness but can be
profoundly influenced in the hypnotic and allied states; as is seen
by the occasional production of the stigmata of religious ecstasy
and of inflammation of the skin produced by suggestion in deep
hypnosis. It is this action on the sympathetic system, the brain
of systematic consciousness and organic life, through the highest
cortical brain centres, constituting the ultimate court of appeal,
that enables us to effect cures of functional disorders if not cure of
organic disease; by suggestion.

^This man is really drunk with hashish; but in England you
have people who get drunk on wine, or rather the alcohol that is
within that wine. The man is, for the time being, mad, for he has
temporarily lost his reason. It might be aptly put that the drunk-
ard is mad because he drinks; that the dipsomaniac drinks because
he is mad. Dipsomania is a form of impulsive insanity, as you
know, which is nearly always inherited and which manifests itself
by uncontrollable fits of drinking, during which the patient is
obviously insane.

"How true is your English ^ing-song9 that,

^hen the drink is swept away;

When the drink is swept away;

There9!! be work for everybody,
And we'll all get better pay;

When the pubs are closed for ever,
And the drink is swept away/

"You know that a business becomes bankrupt as soon as the
demand for its commodities cease: when people cease to ask for
and drink alcoholic liquors the pubs will sweep themselves away.

"Few people reali2e that hypnosis can cure both dipsomania
and drunkenness; and with it crime. All that one has to do is to
place the subject in the deep hypnotic state, and suggest to him
three things; namely: (i) abhorrence of alcohol and its effect;

(2) absence of craving for it; and (3) self-control, which is power
to resist all temptation. In other words, in the deeply hypnotized
subject one has only to tell him that if he takes beer or spirits,